Choices High School

	December 2005
	

	1.  Please describe your group goal for this month.
	Our goal remains fairly consistent and that is creating a safe, non-threatening environment where students can be successful.  We also want to increase the comfort level between students and staff to enhance the relationships between students and students and students and staff.

	2.  What activities took place or are planned to take place to achieve this goal.
	Our big event, which has almost become a tradition, is a Thanksgiving Dinner.  Our New Heights group plans, surveys, orders, serves, and cleans-up the event.  We also are partnering more and more with other school groups to do events using the team approach.  Some of those have been garage sales, nursing home visits, parenting events for our young parents, hosting Open House, and the summer event, Frank Fest.  Our pizza-teacher conference is also a big success.  Nothing like a conversation over "a slice".

	3.  What barriers were encountered during the attainment of this goal?
	Student attendance makes the continuity of participation a bit challenging.  It does seem that if one student drops out, another is there to pick up the challenge.  Enrolling new students every two weeks, keeps us "on our toes" to make them feel included in "the flock".  Of course we are grateful for the funding that is available to us and always talk about our "what if" plans if funding would ever increase.

	4.  What successes were encountered during the attainment of this goal?
	We have had wonderful participation of both students and staff at all events.  Our students have also begun more service projects e.g. Habitat for Humanity, Nursing Home Visits, participation in blood drives, and more.  Students are in the preliminary phases of investigating a recycling plan.


	February 2006
	

	1.  Please describe your group goal for this month.
	To increase the positive relationships between students and teachers by organizing activities.
To increase student attendance overall.

	2.  What activities took place or are planned to take place to achieve this goal.
	Attendance incentives are planned for each month.  Small material rewards, but mostly certificates and recognition.  Blood drives to promote community outreach.  Recycling of newspapers and plastic is a big project with both staff and students participating.  Plan to do a "Kick Butts" day to promote stopping smoking.  Commitment cards will be signed by those wanting to participate.  Our group meetings are focusing this month on stereotyping and diversity.

	3.  What barriers were encountered during the attainment of this goal?
	Attendance is always a challenge for our student population.  Working within budget constraints is a lesson on its own.

	4.  What successes were encountered during the attainment of this goal?
	Staff have become more and more involved in 
projects and give us tremendous support.  Many students are thinking of more ideas - as a result of the blood drives, scholarships are available to graduates.


	May 2005
	

	1.  Please describe your group goal for this month.
	Continue to plan and implement events to 
encourage student body participation and help students be successful.

	2.  What activities took place or are planned to take place to achieve this goal.
	Future Fair - Students organized an event where different post-secondary schools and training programs attended. Each student in the school was given a "scavenger hunt" of information they were to find from each of the 11 participants.   
Fashion Show - perspective graduates participated in a Fashion Show - Dress for Success - after the Future Fair.  Clothes were loaned to the students from merchants in town.  The outfits were coordinated by the staff at the stores.  Students and their outfits were announced.  

Babies Day Out - Students who have children or young siblings could bring them to this event.  Community resources for families were present at the event to educate and inform.  There was also a game room for the young children and a literacy room.  Dental services, healthcare, and of course lunch.

	3.  What barriers were encountered during the attainment of this goal?
	We continue to struggle with attendance at the events.  Because our students are adults, their lives have so many commitments built in e.g. children, jobs, etc.  We also would have liked to have had funding for door prizes or especially to let our students have the clothes that they modeled.  Many of our male students had never worn a suit and tie. 
They liked the way they looked. (smile)

	4.  What successes were encountered during the attainment of this goal?
	Students seemed to enjoy the events and learned many new things about future plans and healthy living.  As with all of our events, we see students working together to make things happen. They compliment one another and applaud their successes.  Nice to see support from the student population.


