Van Gorden Elementary

	September 2005
	

	1.  Please describe your group goal for this month.
	A. Assign team members as classroom ambassadors.  

B. Begin the postal service.

C. Recognize students for the virtue of the month- Respect.

	2.  What activities took place or are planned to take place to achieve this goal.
	Team ambassadors introduced themselves to classes.

Mail was sorted and delivered.

Blue ribbons were awarded for Respect.

Posters were drawn and hung in halls to remind students of their “Code of Honor.”

A presentation on “Code of Honor” was shown for all students (PTA sponsors).

	3.  What barriers were encountered during the attainment of this goal?
	-

	4.  What successes were encountered during the attainment of this goal?
	Many students are encouraging others to be caring, obedient, and honest.


	October 2005
	

	1.  Please describe your group goal for this month.
	A.  Assist in starting a recycling program at Van Gorden.

B.  Recognize students for their good character.

	2.  What activities took place or are planned to take place to achieve this goal.
	· Making posters

· Distributing recycling boxes to classrooms.

· Collecting paper and placing it in the outdoor receptacle

· Speaking to classes to encourage recycling of paper and cans

· Collecting aluminum cans

· Award blue ribbons fro “Responsibility”

	3.  What barriers were encountered during the attainment of this goal?
	Only two of 36 classrooms refused to participate.

	4.  What successes were encountered during the attainment of this goal?
	A student from the team was honored by the classroom where she is the ambassador.  She goes beyond her assignment to teach a first grade lesson about character.


	November 2005
	

	1.  Please describe your group goal for this month.
	To show honor and respect to military veterans and those who are active protecting America.

	2.  What activities took place or are planned to take place to achieve this goal.
	A.  A breakfast for veterans.

B.  Classrooms adopted someone in the military and sent letters of thanks and encouragement.

	3.  What barriers were encountered during the attainment of this goal?
	Resistance by some teaching to participation in activity b.

	4.  What successes were encountered during the attainment of this goal?
	Hundreds of letters were sent and classes receive photos and letters in return.


	December 2005
	

	1.  Please describe your group goal for this month.
	A.  Collect food and gifts for others in need.

B.  Good character recognized.

	2.  What activities took place or are planned to take place to achieve this goal.
	A fourth grade class organized a service project and holiday assembly to collect canned food for the community pantry.  Christmas gifts were collected, wrapped, and distributed to 40 children in our community.  Ribbons were awarded for “caring.”

	3.  What barriers were encountered during the attainment of this goal?
	None

	4.  What successes were encountered during the attainment of this goal?
	Participation of faculty, parents and students was great.


	January 2006
	

	1.  Please describe your group goal for this month.
	Students to assist the students with multiple disabilities.  Continue awards.

	2.  What activities took place or are planned to take place to achieve this goal.
	Fifth grade students use their recess period to help MD students exercise and play.  Blue ribbons awarded for good character.

	3.  What barriers were encountered during the attainment of this goal?
	Inconsistency to keep the commitment regularly.

	4.  What successes were encountered during the attainment of this goal?
	Most helpers enjoyed playing with the MD students and decided to continue for the rest of the school year.


	April 2006
	

	1.  Please describe your group goal for this month.
	Clean up the school grounds.  Plant seedling on Earth Day.

	2.  What activities took place or are planned to take place to achieve this goal.
	The team dug weeds and cleaned up trash on the school grounds.  Blue spruce seedlings were planted on a slope by the playground/parking lot.

	3.  What barriers were encountered during the attainment of this goal?
	None

	4.  What successes were encountered during the attainment of this goal?
	Besides the team, two classrooms picked up trash!  Parents, staff, and students from the team, worked hard on a Saturday morning.


	May 2006
	

	1.  Please describe your group goal for this month.
	To support classes in their character projects.  To show appreciation for the school custodians by helping with cleaning the school.  To donate aluminum pop tabs to Ronald McDonald House.

To beautify the school grounds.  Students continue to assist the MH class.

	2.  What activities took place or are planned to take place to achieve this goal.
	Ambasadors to classrooms helped in three project: saving the rainforests, writing to military service personnel, and collecting toys for the hospital.  Collect paper for the recycling boxes and put it in the recycling bin for pickup.  Dust and sweep in the halls and library to help the custodians.  Also to put up chairs in classrooms and empty trash. This was a one-day project.  Plant and water pine seedlings adjacent to the playground.  Weed and trim the landscaped areas in front of the school.

	3.  What barriers were encountered during the attainment of this goal?
	None.

	4.  What successes were encountered during the attainment of this goal?
	Several tons of paper were recycled.  The school cleaning was completed.  Lt. Cordes, in Iraq, received 30 letters and wrote back to students.  70 seedling were planted, trash picked up around the ground, and four garbage bags of weeds dug.  Many students helped the MH classes during their recess.  They will have a picnic as a reward.  Pizza will be donated.  About 250,000 pop tabs were collected and will donated to Ronald McDonald House.  The Character Team will visit the House on a fieldtrip (reward).


	June 11,2006
	

	1.  Please describe your group goal for this month.
	To support class and school wide 
service-learning projects. To recognize student helpers and leaders

	2.  What activities took place or are planned to take place to achieve this goal.
	Student leaders stayed after school to help 
the custodians with their work.  They put up chairs in classrooms; emptied 
trash cans, dusted railings and shelves, and swept dirt from five 
stairways.
Helped the students in the MH class 
exercise.

Cleaned up trash around the school grounds.

Collected paper recycling boxes from 
classrooms and emptied them into the large bin outside.

Ran a special aluminum can drive to raise 
money for the outdoor classroom being planned at VanGorden.

Took a fieldtrip to Ronald McDonald House to present aluminum pop tabs collected at VanGorden.

Held a picnic for fifth grade students who 
assisted the MH kids all year.

	3.  What barriers were encountered during the attainment of this goal?
	None

	4.  What successes were encountered during the attainment of this goal?
	Overall, the benefit is growing character in our kids.  It can be seen through:

Enthusiasm of students and teachers 
participating in the can and paper drive.

Surprise and gratitude shown by the school 
custodians. The members of the Character Team really enjoyed the work.

Joy that was experienced by six MH students 
and 25 new friends who sacrificed their own recess periods to play with 
them.

Great participation in the can drive. 
Teachers asked to repeat the activity.

We more than doubled the number of pop tabs 
collected for Ronald McDonald House, about 250,000.  With that donation, 
the House will earn approximately $93, enough to pay for almost five days 
of housing for a family.  The staff was very thankful and the Team had a 
great feeling for giving.

	5. 
	Yes


